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CONFIDENTIAL LOURENCO MARQUES 0350 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS MZ 

SUB J : TRIAL OF SPANISH CATHOLIC PRIESTS 

REF: A) LOURENCO MARQUES A-21, FEBRUARY 23, 1973; 

B) LOURENCO MARQUES A- 133, AUGUST 22, 1972 ( NOTAL) 

1. MILITARY SPOKESMAN COL. FRADE TOLD CONGEN OFFICER 
MAY 23 THAT TRIAL OF TWO SPANISH BURGOS PRIESTS ARRESTED 
ABOUT YEAR AND HALF AGO IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR ALLEGATIONS 
RE PORTUGUESE ATROCITIES AT MUCUMBURA WOULD BE HELD IN ABOUT 
THREE WEEKS AND, LIKE IANUARY TRIAL OF MACUTI PRIESTS, WOULD 
BE OPEN TO PUBLIC. 

2. ON MAY 18 CONGEN RECEIVED CALL FROM PROF. BAREND VAN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LOUREN 00350 241441 Z 

NIEKERK, FACULTY OF LAW, UNIVERSITY OF NATAL, DURBAN, WHO 
SAID HE WAS VISITING LOURENCO MARQUES ON BEHALF OF INTERNA- 
TIONAL ORGANIZATION OF IURISTS AND AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, AS 
WELL AS SPANISH CONSUL GENERAL IN JOHANNESBURG, TO INVESTIGATE 
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STATUS OF TWO DETAINED SPANISH PRIESTS. 

3. VAN NIEKERK SAID AFTER INITIAL COOPERATION FROM ARCHBISHOP. 

HE SUDDENLY FOUND ALL DOORS SHUT BECAUSE, ACCORDING TO HIS 
SOURCE, ARCHBISHOP HAD RECEIVED INFORMATION THAT HE WAS 

" FRONTING" FOR TWO " COMMUNIST" ORGANIZATIONS. HE WAS NOT ALLOWED 
TO SEE DETAINED PRIESTS. 

4. HOWEVER, VAN NIEKERK OBTAINED DETAILED INFORMATION FROM 
THE PRIESTS’ LAWYERS AS WELL AS FROM CLERICAL SOURCES SYMPA- 
THETIC TO PRIESTS. THIS INCLUDED COPY OF PRIESTS' INDICTMENT, OF 
WHICH HE SAID HE WOULD SEND ME COPY THROUGH AMCONGEN 
DURBAN. SOURCES TOLD HIM PRIESTS HAD BEEN DETAINED FOR 16 
MONTHS AWAITING TRIAL, AND SINCE END OF PREVIOUS TRIAL OF 
MACUTI PRIESTS ( IN IANUARY ) HAD BEEN KEPT IN SEPARATE ISOLATED 
CONFINEMENT FOR 22 OUT OF EVERY 24 HOURS, BEING ALLOWED VISI 
TORS THREE DAYS A WEEK. THEY ARE SEEN QUITE REGULARLY BY 
LAWYERS AND FRIENDS. SEEM TO BE IN GOOD HEALTH AND SPIRITS, 

BUT ARE NOT PERMITTED TO COMMUNICATE WITH EACH OTHER. VAN 
NIEKERK WAS TOLD MILITARY ARE PUSHING FOR TRIAL, AS ARE 
DETAINEES THEMSELVES, WHO WISH TO AIR THE WHOLE BUSINESS. 
ARCHBISHOP ON OTHER HAND WOULD PREFER TO GET THEM OUT OF 
COUNTRY WITHOUT FURTHER ADO. 

5. PRIESTS REPORTEDLY PREPARED ADMIT TO HAVING PREACHED 
AGAINST PORTUGUESE ATROCITIES AS MATTER OF CONSCIENCE, AND 
TO SYMPATHY FOR FRF, I .IMP CAUSE. 

6. COMMENT: IF TRIAL DOES COME OFF AND IS IN FACT OPEN, IT 
SHOULD AIR PERSISTENT RUMORS OF PORTUGUESE MIS- 
CONDUCT AT MUCUMBURA ABOUT 18 MONTHS AGO, WHICH IN LARGE 
MEASURE RESPONSIBLE FOR GROWING RIFT BETWEEN MILITARY AND 
SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF CATHOLIC CLERGY. MAY ALSO RAISE 
CLAIMS OF SUBSEQUENT ALLEGED PORTUGUESE ATROCITIES, MOST 
LURID EXAMPLE BEING RUMORED SLAUGHTER OF SEVERAL HUNDRED 
INNOCENT VILLAGERS IN LAST DECEMBER’ S OPERATION SOUTH OF 
TETE. PORTUGUESE MILITARY OF COURSE DENY THESE SPECIFIC 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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INCIDENTS BUT ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WAR IS HELL AND MISTAKES DO 
OCCUR. 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD APPRECIATE BACKGROUND INFO ON 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF JURISTS AND AMNESTY INTERNA- 
TIONAL. WHICH SO FAR AS WE AWARE ARE LEGITIMATE. NON- COMMUNIST 
ORGANIZATIONS. 

VAN OSS 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NMAFVVZCZ 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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